
 

 

Thursday 22 November 2018 

Golden Leopard winner Yeo Siew Hua announced as 

2018 APSA Young Cinema Award Recipient 
 

Singaporean filmmaker Yeo Siew Hua has been announced as the recipient of the 2018 APSA Young 
Cinema Award for his Locarno Festival Golden Leopard (Best Film) winner A Land Imagined.  
 
The APSA Young Cinema Award is presented in partnership with NETPAC (Network for the Promotion of 
Asia Pacific Cinema) and Griffith Film School (GFS) to recognise the emerging filmmaking talent of Asia 
Pacific. Yeo Siew Hua will be presented with the award at the 12th Asia Pacific Screen Awards (APSA) in 
Brisbane, Australia on 29 November. 
 
The Young Cinema Award is eligible to directors of debut or sophomore feature narrative films. In 2018, 
57% of the 268 films in the APSA Competition were by a first or second time director. The Award is 
determined by the International Nominations Council, who said “This well-scripted, deftly directed and 
beautifully-lensed thriller vividly captures the dangers for and the loneliness of illegal workers against the 
background of Singapore’s controversial land reclamation project.” 
 
Chair of APSA and its Academy Michael Hawkins said “It is with great pleasure that we welcome Yeo 
Siew Hua back to Brisbane to accept this award. Brisbane and the Asia Pacific Screen Academy played an 
integral role in the development of A Land Imagined through the Asia Pacific Screen Lab, based here at 
our world-class Griffith Film School. It is testament to both Yeo Siew Hua’s talent as a filmmaker, and the 
foundation of development afforded him in Brisbane that his film has won so many major international 
awards already.” 
 
A Land Imagined, the first ever Singapore-French-Dutch official co-production, is also nominated for the 
12th APSA Achievement in Cinematography for Japanese director of photography Hideho Urata, with the 
winner to be determined by the APSA International Jury.  
 
In 2016 Yeo Siew Hua was selected for the second intake of the Asia Pacific Screen Lab, an intensive 
year-long mentorship initiative for early career filmmakers. The Lab is an initiative of NETPAC hosted and 
administered by the Griffith Film School, Griffith University Brisbane, in collaboration with the APSA 
Academy, supported by the Sun Foundation. Yeo Siew Hua was mentored by APSA Academy member, 
filmmaker, author and tireless champion of Asian cinema with a career spanning more than five decades, 
Peggy Chiao Hsiung-Ping.  
 
Director Yeo Siew Hua said “"Truly an honour to receive the Young Cinema Award at the Asia Pacific 
Screen Awards, putting me in good company with some of the great filmmakers that I respect so highly. 
This is an award of potential and possibility, and I hope to fulfill it while contributing to the greater 
cinematic discussion we have started in this region." 
 
 
 



 

 

Now in its third year, the Young Cinema Award has previously been awarded to  
2017 – director/producer Ilgar Najaf for his film Pomegranate Orchard (Nar Baği, Azerbaijan) 
2016 – director Mustafa Kara for Cold of Kalandar (Kalandar Soğuğu, Turkey, Hungary)  
 
Media accreditation is now open and interviews are available with APSA guests.  
https://www.asiapacificscreenawards.com/awards/media-accreditation 
 
Media materials: https://www.dropbox.com/work/2018%20APSA%20Ceremony 
 
MEDIA CONTACT: ABCG Film for the Asia Pacific Screen Awards 
Cathy Gallagher 0416 227 282 / cathy@abcgfilm.com 
Alicia Brescianini 0400 225 603 / alicia@abcgfilm.com 
Claire Fromm 0414 935 840 / Claire@abcgfilm.com 
 
YEO SIEW HUA – BIO 
YEO Siew Hua won the prestigious Golden Leopard at the 71st Locarno Festival with the premiere of 
premiere his film A LAND IMAGINED (2018) in the main Concorso Internazionale. The film is a first ever 
Singapore-French-Dutch co-production and was awarded the Hubert Bals Fund, the Grand Prix at Autumn 
Meeting 2016 and the Audience Design Award of the Torino Film Lab. The film has since won a number of 
awards including the grand prize of the Gold Star at the 2ndEl Gouna International Film Festival for the 
Best Narrative Feature, the Asian Next Wave Pylon Best Picture at QCinema International Film Festival 
2018, the Roberto Rosselini Jury Award of the Crouching Tiger main competition at the 2nd Pingyao 
International Film Festival, and Best Cinematography of the official section at the 63rd Semana 
Internacional de Cine de Valladolid (SEMINICI), the Special Jury Mention at the 3rd London East Asia Film 
Festival, the Junior Jury 1st Prize and the Ecumenical Jury Special Mention in conjunction with Locarno 
Festival 2018. He is a member of the Asia Pacific Screen Academy and also a founding member of the 13 
Little Pictures film collective, which produced his first feature In The House of Straw (2009) and also his 
documentary The Obs: A Singapore Story (2015). 
 
ABOUT THE ASIA PACIFIC SCREEN AWARDS & ASIA PACIFIC SCREEN ACADEMY 
The region’s highest accolade in film, the Asia Pacific Screen Awards, based in Brisbane, Australia, are 
supported by Brisbane City Council and managed by economic development board Brisbane Marketing. APSA 
recognises and promotes the cinematic excellence and cultural diversity of the world’s fastest growing film region: 
comprising 70 countries and areas, 4.5 billion people, and responsible for half of the world’s film output.  
 
APSA and its Academy is committed to its ongoing global partnerships with UNESCO, FIAPF, the European Film 
Academy (EFA), the Motion Picture Association (MPA), Premios Platino del Cine Iberoamericano, NETPAC (Network 
for the Promotion of Asia Pacific Cinema), the Asia Pacific Screen Lab (APSL) and Griffith Film School. 
 
All APSA nominees, International Nominations Council, Selection Panels and International Jury members are 
inducted into the prestigious APSA Academy presided over by Australian screen legend Jack Thompson AM PhD. 
The Academy boasts over 1,200 of the region's leading filmmakers and provides exclusive networking, development 
and funding opportunities available to Academy members through the MPA APSA Academy Film Fund, and 
Academy mentoring opportunities for the next generation of Asia Pacific filmmakers through the Asia Pacific Screen 
Lab.  
https://www.asiapacificscreenawards.com  
https://www.asiapacificscreenawards.com/about-academy 
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