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Zhao Tao Wins Best Actress
At 12t" Asia Pacific Screen Awards

Brisbane, Australia: Zhao Tao was tonight awarded Best Performance by an Actress for Ash is Purest
White (Jiang hu er nv) (People’s Republic of China, France), at the 12" Asia Pacific Screen Awards (APSA),
the region’s highest accolade in film. The award was accepted by the film’s producer Shozo Ichiyama at
the glittering APSA ceremony in Brisbane, Australia.

APSA International Jury President, Russian producer of 2014 APSA Best Feature Film winner Leviathan,
Alexander Rodnyansky said “We have had the great fortune to be presented with a unique line up of
films that represent the different countries, cultures and talents of our region. It’s a huge and very rare
opportunity to learn and understand so much about other people’s lives and | have discovered new
worlds by watching them.”

APSA and the Sun Yat-Sen Cultural Foundation launched a new script development fund, the APSA
Academy Sun Yat-Sen Bo Ai Film Fund. Exclusive to APSA Academy members, the Fund supports a film
project which aligns with the Foundation’s ideals, to encourage and support film projects which, apart
from demonstrating cinematic excellence, also embody the ‘Bo Ai’ (Universal Compassion) spirit,
tolerance and/or inspire positive changes and human values.

The inaugural recipient, announced by Secretary-General of the Sun Yat-Sen Cultural Foundation,
Alexandra Sun, is director Feras Fayyad (Syria) for feature documentary The Cave. Fayyad was the winner
of the APSA for Best Documentary Feature Film in 2017 for Last Men in Aleppo, which was also
nominated for an Academy Award®.

In launching the Fund, Alexandra Sun said “The Sun Yat-Sen Cultural Foundation is most pleased to
collaborate with APSA and its distinguished Academy members to encourage production of films that
embody compassionate values and tolerance, at a time when such positive human values are of utmost
importance and when the power of the media and films to inspire positive changes can also not be
underestimated.”

Chair of the Asia Pacific Screen Awards and its Academy, Michael Hawkins said “APSA welcomes this
important partnership with such a prestigious cultural leader as the Sun Yat-Sen Cultural Foundation to
provide further streams of funding and development support to our APSA Academy members. This grant
also aligns with our aim to promote and celebrate cultural diversity of the world’s most culturally rich
region.”

The successful project was determined by a panel chaired by Alexandra Sun together with APSA Founding
Chairman Des Power (Australia) and six-time APSA Nominations Council member Philip Cheah
(Singapore), who is also a NETPAC member and advisor for the Griffith Film School’s Asia Pacific Screen
Lab.

The Asia Pacific Screen Awards, the region’s highest accolade in film, honour cinematic excellence and
the cultural diversity of the world’s fastest-growing film region; comprising 70 countries and areas, 4.5
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billion people and responsible for half of the world’s film output. In 2018, 46 films from 22 countries and
areas of the Asia Pacific region received APSA nominations, including the first nomination for a film from
Uzbekistan.
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