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KORE-EDA'’S SHOPLIFTERS WINS BEST FEATURE FILM
AT 12t ASIA PACIFIC SCREEN AWARDS

Brisbane, Australia: Kore-eda Hirokazu’s Shoplifters (Manbiki Kazoku) was tonight named Best Feature
Film at the 12" Asia Pacific Screen Awards (APSA), the first time a film from Japan has won this award,
the region’s highest accolade in film. Producer Hijiri Taguchi accepted the Award, a unique hand-crafted
glass trophy created by Brisbane-based glass artist Joanna Bone, at the glittering APSA ceremony in
Brisbane.

President of the APSA International Jury, Russian producer of 2014 APSA Best Feature Film winner
Leviathan, Alexander Rodnyansky said “Shoplifters turns an intimate story about an unusual family into a
metaphorical social analysis that is relevant not only for Japan, but everywhere, where we are faced with
a frightening panorama of a family crisis and presented with a utopian alternative in which you can
choose your relatives; where closeness becomes a conscious decision (even for children), not a
predetermined fate. We have had the great fortune to be presented with a unique line up of films that
represent the different countries, cultures and talents of our region. It’s a huge and very rare opportunity
to learn and understand so much about other people’s lives and | have discovered new worlds by
watching them.”

Winners in the feature fiction categories were determined by the APSA International Jury, comprised of
Jury President Alexander Rodnyansky (Russian Federation), Nia Dinata (Indonesia), Deepak Rauniyar
(Nepal), Vladimer Katcharava (Georgia) and Antonia Zegers (Chile).

Kore-eda is a long-time member of the APSA Academy, with eight nominations across four films since
2012. Previous nominations include Best Children’s Feature Film for Kiseki (2012), Best Feature Film and
Achievement in Directing nominations for Like Father, Like Son (2013), Best Screenplay and directing
nominations for The Third Murder (2017) and three nominations for 2018 Cannes Palme d’Or-winning
Shoplifters. The film stars the late Kirin Kiki, winner of the 2015 APSA for Best Performance by an Actress
for An, and is Japan’s official submission for the Oscars®.

Japanese cinematographer Hideho Urata was awarded the Achievement in Cinematography prize for A
Land Imagined (Singapore, France, Netherlands). Singaporean filmmaker Yeo Siew Hua was awarded the
2018 APSA Young Cinema Award for the film, which was the Locarno Festival Golden Leopard (Best Film)
winner, and was supported by the Asia Pacific Screen Lab. The APSA Young Cinema Award is presented in
partnership with NETPAC (Network for the Promotion of Asia Pacific Cinema) and Griffith Film School
(GFS) to recognise the emerging filmmaking talent of Asia Pacific.

Best Performance by an Actress went to Chinese star Zhao Tao for Ash is Purest White (Jiang hu er nv)
(People’s Republic of China, France), accepted by the film’s Japanese producer Shozo Ichiyama.

APSA is an initiative of the City of Brisbane.
APSA is endorsed by UNESCO and FIAPF-International Federation of Film Producers Associations. In alliance with:
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The inaugural Best Original Score award went to the celebrated composers Hildur Gudnadéttir and the
recently deceased J6hann Jéhannsson for Mary Magdalene (Australia, UK). The winner was determined
by the Music in Film International Jury comprised of Jury Chair Ryuichi Sakamoto (Japan), Sneha
Khanwalkar (India) and Nigel Westlake (Australia).

Sakamoto said of the winning film “Mary Magdalene’s soundtrack is a meticulous work of art by the
composers. The quality of craftsmanship and the depth of emotions are overwhelming.”

In a spread of awards representing the geographical and cultural diversity of the Asia Pacific region,
APSAs went to films from Australia, India, Indonesia, Israel, Japan, Lebanon, People’s Republic of China,
Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Singapore and Turkey.

The Asia Pacific Screen Awards, the region’s highest accolade in film, honour cinematic excellence and
the cultural diversity of the world’s fastest-growing film region: comprising 70 countries and areas, 4.5
billion people, and responsible for half of the world’s film output.

In 2018, 46 films from 22 countries and areas of the Asia Pacific region received APSA nominations,
including the first nomination for a film from Uzbekistan.
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